PROPOSAL, 


AHEREAS it appears by daily Practice, rotwithſtanding the ſeveral Acts made to 
prevent Miſchiets by Fire, that the firſt Builder's Power is not ſufficient to enable him 
to carry on Puilding in a complete Manner, by reaſon, that Viewers differ in the 
Coriſtruction of Acts of Parliament: Firſt the Act in 1725 confirms tormer Acts, That 
all Party-Walls ſhall be Built nine Inches on each Man's Ground, whether the old 
— Party Wall be Brick, Stone or Timber; and that the firſt Builder thall have Power 
to pull down the fame, and Build up new Party-Wall as aforeſaid, and be paid by the Owner 
of the next Houſe, after the Rate of five Pounds per Rod; and that for Houſes that ſhall be 
Erc&ed and Built either upon old or new Foundations, in all Places directed by the Acts, and that 
all Party-Walls between Houſe and Houſe be wholly of Brick or Stone, (proper Timbers excepted) 
But by Reafon that the ſaid Act doth not expreſs that all Erections and Buildings en Breſtſumer- 
Fronts and Rears of Houſes either old or new, ſhall be wholly of Brick or Stone, many preſume 
to Erect and Build on Breſtſumer-Fronts and Rears wholly with Timber, and make Corniſhes of 
Wood which arc expreſly torbid by the ſaid Act. And further by Reaſon that the ſaid Acts admit 
all Houſes that doth not yield the Rent of Twenty Pounds per Annum more than the Ground Rent, 
to be left to the Diſcretion of the Builder, provided, that all Party-Walls for the fame be Built with 
Brick; Therefore on that Account ſuch Timber Fronts and Rears are Erected and Built; both which 
Preſumptions (continued in Practice,) will render the ſaid Acts of little Uſe for to prevent Miſchicfs 
by Fire, by reafon that. the rapidity « of Fire will faften on ſuch Timber Fronts and Rears, in equal 


AND Further, the Determination of Party-Wall being ruinous and ought to be pulled 
down, depending on the Jud t of Workmen (many times intereſted by ſuch a Performance) admit 
of Delayes in Prejudice to the Parties concerned; whereas a Direction of Parliament, That all Walls 
of Sixty-one Years Erc&ion ſhall be pulled down, as not being fit to ſupport and continue with a New 
Building, by reaſon that the Mortar uſed therein will, by a natural Decay of Strength, be render'd 
inſufficient; and by joining new Building to old Settlements, will appear an Imprudence in the Par- 
ties (alſo by their not agreeing to have the Building properly united, which Union all Parties muſt allow 
to be the beſt Work, and that cheap, will admit of the feweſt Exceptions. Therefore a Conlidera- 
tion paid to the firſt Builder of One- third Part of five Pound per Rod inſtead of halt that Sum for and 
toward a Party- Wall, and that proportioned into ſixty-one Shares) and all Survivers to be liable to pay 
their Share up to the Term of Sixty-one Years, will accommodate ſuch Affairs to a greater Advantage 
and Satisfaction to all Parties than any other Way. 5 5 

AND as there are many Inconveniencies appear by the Length of Three Months Notice, it may be 
adviſcable tor to ſhorten that Time by a Summon obtained from a Judge of King's-Bench or Common- 


Pleas, for all Parties to appear at his C and ſhew Cauſe why the Wall in Qyeſtion may not be 

pulled down and new built forthwith, or in Fourtcen Days, or not to exceed One Month; and ſuch De- 

termination to be final, : | | | 
A 


AND further, the Act of the 29th of Elia. not confirming, That for making a Ditch out of the whole 
Ground Four Foot wide, three Foot deep, and One Foot and a half in the Bottom, ſhall be an Af- 
lize, but only a Price for Labour of making: Therefore many Diſputes ariſe thereby, and by reaſon 
that Uſages and Cuſtoms (and Evidence in ſuch Cafes) are ſo corrupted, that Land-Surveyors arc forced 

to comply with ſome Caſes as a ſhorteſt End; whereas a Law made for to ſettle an Aſſize thereof, and 
of Common-Sewers and Waters that part Land, together with an Aſſize of Ground from the Hedge- 
Stake, that a Ditch may extend, and from the Middle of a raiſed Bank, ſuch Directions will be moſt ei- 
fectual to prevent Encroachment. And as a further Preſcrvative of Properties, there being many Dit- 

_ „ = Account of what are reaſonable Moycables off of a Premiſes at the Expiration ot a 

uildin 1 | 

AND that being a Queſtion, I anſwer as an experienced Surveyor: A Letts Ground to , for 
to Ere&t and Build ſuch Premiſes and E as are on by Covenant of Leaſe, 
which in Courſe are finiſhed in a common Way, according to the Uſe Built ſor, and it Lett, a Rent 
is Advanced according to ſuch Finiſhing. Quere, Whether the Ground Landlord has a Right to the 
faid Premiſes and Appurtenances, as firſt Built and finiſhed in common Way: Surely, good Reaſon 
moveth, that the ſame common Improvement enjoyed by the Builder, ſhould be poſſeſſed by the 
Ground Landiord; the Intention of Letting Gromd to Build on being to no other Uſe: 2 


C 


Ancient Uſage, by 


CSI 
all Ahatements of common finiſhing are Waſte, committed by Reaſon that the Premiſe» are Deſaced. 


but that not being 12 Underſtood has produced Controverſies by Perſons unacquainted with 


ne udicious Surveyors, who determined the firſt finiſhing of Wamſcoting and 
Lining, where they found bare Wall and Partition not Plaiſtered behind the tame, fo conſequentlo 


where Plaiſtering (finiſhed) was behind fuch Work, the fame was admitted a Moveable, as being 


— 28 at Pleaſure; rogether with al: extraordinary finithing of Marble, Stone, Chimne y-piccco, 
A 


| Cove-Stones, Galley- Tiles, Shutter:, and their faſtenings above the firſt Story, the Chimne; - 
pieces and moved Parts being made good, and cable with the Work of the Room or Place mo- 
ved from, which if otherwiſe, the Premiſes would be deſaced, and the juſt Reparations not perſormed; 
therefore a Law made to confirm ſuch firſl finiſhing will prevent many Diſputes, and preſerve Rights 
and Properties in a beſt Manner. 

AND for a turther Benefit to his 9-4 be Subjects, the Propoſer, John Tracy, having lately finiſh”.] 
well digeſted Theorems prepared for the termination of a juſt Value for Building, Reparation, pur- 
chaſing of Land, Houfcs, and aſſerting G:ound-Rents in a moſt expeditious and accurate Nlanner, at 
a greater Certainty and much leſs Expenc than any other way, humbly prays, That the Act tor the 
Fncouragement ot Learning entituling firt Projectors to a Fourteen Year's Benefit (tor their Labour 


and Pains) may be renewed, fo as to ſecure to him and Family the ſole Benefit of Sheets and Books 
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prepared by him from his ſaid Theorems 41 prevent Impoſition) in ſuch Manner moſt agree- 
able to the great Wiſdom of this Honourble Houle. 


NB. And as the Authority of Parliament will prevail moſt on His Majcſty's Subjects for to 
apply for their own Security, an Office prepared to tranfact ſuch Affairs will be moitly uſeful, at 
which Place the Propoſer will provide preper Perſons for to furvey immediately Premiſcs that are ac- 
quitted by Leaſe-Teriants and others, the broken and fractured Parts as are reaſonable tor all Tenants to 
amend, and a Law made for them to pay half ſuch Expence (inſtead of amending in their own way) 
will be more Advantage to both Parties than otherwiſe recovered by Oath, made betore the next Jutiice 
of the Peace, Bail, Jail, or Money. 5 N 
A Procecding that will effectually preycat the many and daily Abuſcs committed on all ſuch Estates 
belonging to his Majeſty's Subjects. 
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